FAQ
LASER THERAPY TREATMENTS
PATIENT INFORMATION AND PLAN
What is Laser Therapy for Animals?
Low level laser therapy (cold laser therapy) can be used by veterinarians to help animals heal more
quickly from surgery, after a traumatic injury or speed healing of chronic conditions.
Low level laser therapy is very different than lasers used in surgery. Laser therapy involves using light to
stimulate the body’s own metabolism to speed up healing. The light interacts with mitochondria (the
cell’s engine) to increase production of Adenosine triphosphate or ATP; this is the substance that the
body uses for energy. Laser therapy speeds up the metabolism, and increases the blood flow and
drainage of lymphatic fluid in the area that is swollen or needs to heal.
Laser therapy is a non-invasive method that can be used by itself or added to other treatment options.
There are generally no side effects and it is a good way to stimulate the body to heal rather than
administering additional medications. This will allow the pet’s body to heal easier and enable your pet a
quicker return to a normal lifestyle.
What Type of Animals Can be Treated?
Laser therapy for animals is not very different than laser therapy used for humans. The machines and
technology are basically the same. Human chiropractors have had similar experiences using laser
therapy for humans, as veterinarians have had when using laser therapy for animals. These treatments
are mainly being used on dogs, cats and horses.
Almost any kind soft tissue inflammation or swelling can be treated. Some of them include hot spots, ear
infections, intervertebral disk disease, arthritis, pain due to ruptured cruciate ligaments and chronic
sinusitis in cats.
Treatment Number & Side Effects
The number of treatments depends on the condition and severity of the condition. Some conditions will
respond in one or two treatments and others may require a treatment regimen of six, or more,
treatments over several weeks. In general, the more severe or long-standing type conditions will
require more treatments.
For most pets there are no side effects from laser treatments. However, treatments cannot be
performed near the thyroid gland or around the eye because the light waves are very powerful and they
might stimulate the thyroid gland or cause damage to the eyes. Patients may feel a warm or tingling
sensation in the area where the treatments are performed.

How Will My Pet Accept the Treatment? In most cases, animals generally accept veterinary laser
treatment. The normal response is relaxation, because the pet is relieved of the pain they have been
experiencing and swelling is reduced. Our experience is that most patients willingly submit themselves
to future treatments, demonstrating their comfort with the process. We believe the entire process is
pain-free.

What Are The Costs?
Because each treatment plan is different, it is difficult to give a specific cost. However, treatment plans
are very cost-effective, especially when considering the outcome. In some cases, the number and
amount of medication given to the animal can be decreased or eliminated. This means the overall cost
of treatment is lower.
If you have pet insurance, the cost of laser therapy may be covered by your policy. We suggest you
contact your pet insurance company regarding coverage.
Treatment Plans:
After Surgery Treatment Session: $25.00- promotes faster healing
Arthritic Treatments: Basic seven-treatment arthritis package: three treatments the first week, two the
next and then one treatment each of the next two weeks. $300.00-$350.00. Chronic arthritic ongoing
treatments, the effects will be accumulative, so the intervals between can be extended.
Regular Treatment Session: $25.00 per treatment

Why Consider This Option? Laser therapy is a non-invasive method that can be added to other
treatment options. There are no side effects and it is a good way to stimulate the body to heal.

For more information or to set up a consultation call us at 619-421-1698

“Practitioners speak of success rates above 90 percent, with some animals going from immobility and
nearly constant discomfort to being able to climb stairs and go for walks again.” Tom Kiplinger, DVM

